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INTRODUCTION
This was a rather lackluster summer season, notably among waterfowl,
shorebirds, and gulls. However, the discovery of a couple of amazing rarities spiced
things up. Not only were there a few reports of the increasing Black-bellied WhistlingDuck, but the Fulvous Whistling-Ducks in Lancaster Co were a first state record, albeit
a bit overdue. Another major rarity was a Reddish Egret, Nebraska’s third, in Hall Co,
seen by almost as many folks as the Fulvous Whistling-Ducks. Close behind were the
6th and 7th Nebraska records of Black-chinned Hummingbird, probably on its way to
regular occurrence in the next few years. Seasonal rarities often get short shrift, but
are genuine rarities nonetheless. Only the 3rd summer report of Greater Scaup, all
females, was photographed, and only the 5th spring record of Broad-tailed
Hummingbird showed up. Perhaps in this category also was an amazing record of a
Wood Thrush recorded in Garden Co, the first record west of Platte Co since the 1970s.
The meat of the Summer Seasonal Report, however, is changes in breeding
ranges and population sizes. New breeding records of the secretive Hooded Merganser
came to light, an extralimital breeding record for Western Grebe occurred, and
Sandhill Cranes continue to pop up in summer in several areas. Exciting are
apparently-establishing breeding populations of Plumbeous Vireo in the Wildcat Hills,
Song Sparrow at Smith Lake WMA, numerous Ovenbirds at NNF Halsey, and
Northern Cardinal struggling to maintain a Pine Ridge foothold. Northern Bobwhites
occurred virtually statewide, whereas Gray Partridge is at a very low ebb.
Two other items: a carefully-estimated 9800 Bank Swallows were in a flock
in Otoe Co, and I ask observers to note possible species involved in “domestic geese”
reports.
Finally, a note on hummingbirds out west. Two very active feeders were in
play in Scotts Bluff Co, providing observers many happy days (and state list checks).
Colin Croft operated feeders just north of the Wildcat Hills, luring a Black-chinned
Hummingbird among others, and Marie Smith’s operation, using only three feeders,
attracted 63 hummers of five species during the season : another Black-chinned, and
numerous Broad-tailed, Calliope, and Rufous, as well as at least one Ruby-throated.
The Smith yard is amply planted with hummer-attracting flowering plants and a 1:4
sugar water mix is used. No reports were received of the Ron and Susan Whitney
photo-recording hummingbird operation in Lancaster Co this year.
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ABBREVIATIONS
AFB: Air Force Base
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co
CBL: Capitol Beach Lake, Lancaster Co
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co
Co(s): County (ies)
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co
EED: Expected Early Date
ELD: Expected Late Date
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co
HCR: Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan Co
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co
LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln
m.ob.: many observers
NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co
NM: National Monument
NNF Bessey: Nebraska National Forest, Thomas Co
NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union
NOURC: NOU Records Committee
NRD: Natural Resources District
NVP: Niobrara Valley Preserve, Brown and Keya Paha Cos
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co
RA: Recreation Area
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co
Res: Reservoir
RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co
SP: State Park
SRA: State Recreation Area
WHNC: Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: Reports of this rare-but-annual summer visitor are
increasing; this summer 1-3 were at Atkinson, Holt Co, 19-23 Jun (fide JGJ,
EBr, MSh), where eight were found 28 Oct 2017, the northernmost records
to date. Also, one was at Cody Park, North Platte, 23 Jun-3 Jul (MSh, m.
ob.), and one was near Glenvil, Clay Co, 27 Jul (MVr photo).
Fulvous Whistling-Duck: The first state record of this species was a group of four at
Wagon Train SRA, Lancaster Co, 5-24 Jun (MHg, m. ob.).

These Fulvous Whistling-Ducks, the first record of the species in Nebraska, were at Wagon
Train SRA, Lancaster County, 9-24 June 2018, here photographed by Elizabeth Winter 9 June.

Snow Goose: Rare in summer in the Panhandle, two, one possibly injured, were at
Walgren Lake SRA, Sheridan Co, 15 Jun (KD).
Ross’s Goose: None were reported of this rare but annual summer visitor central and
east.
“Domestic Goose”: An eBird checklist reported (CCr) with photos in Dodge Co
“Domestic goose, sp. (Domestic type)” as offered in the eBird checklist, the
observer stating they were the “last of the Graylag flock, no chicks”. The
birds look like some sort of cross between Graylag and Swan Geese, mostly
the latter, however. I encourage observers reporting “domestic goose, sp.” to
include photos in case flocks become established.
Greater White-fronted Goose: This species is rare westward in summer, and less
than annual in the Panhandle. One at Cody Park, Lincoln Co, 1-3 Jul (BBr,
BWh, photos) was apparently injured “and now part of the collective captive
flock at the park” (TJW).
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Cackling Goose: The only report of this rare summer visitor central and east was of
one in Buffalo Co 5 Jul (JNi).
Canada Goose: Dependent downy fledglings are expected into at least early Jun.
Perhaps a bit tardy was a brood of “downy juveniles” at Cody Park, North
Platte, 24 Jun (WF), and four two-week-old downies at Jack Sinn WMA,
Lancaster Co, 19 Jun (LE) suggested incubation through about 5 Jun, rather
late.
Trumpeter Swan: The southernmost breeding site in the state, at Ravenna, Buffalo
Co, had two very young cygnets 17 Jun (WF); this is the eighth year during
2009-2018 that young have been produced. It is not known if the same two
birds have bred there during this 10-year period.
Wood Duck: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common,
statewide breeder.
Cinnamon Teal: This species is difficult to identify as it loses its breeding plumage
in fall, and so noteworthy for both the date and location was a molting male
in Polk Co 28 Jul (JGJ, photo).
Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder northcentral, rare elsewhere; no reports of breeding were received.
Gadwall: Reports were routine of this common breeder north-central and Sandhills,
uncommon south-central; no reports of breeding were received.
American Wigeon: This species is a rare breeder in the state, with few confirmed
records. The only reports this summer, however, were from western
Sandhills locations where breeding might occur: two at Valentine NWR,
Cherry Co, 10 Jul (ODa), 2-3 at CLNWR 24-27 Jun (MSh), and two near
Angora, Morrill Co, 14 Jun (EBr, LBr, MB).
Mallard: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, statewide
breeder.
Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this rare breeder northcentral; no reports
of breeding were received.
Canvasback: This species is generally a rare breeder in the western Sandhills. There
were only two reports, both from Garden Co and both possibly breeding
birds: singles on 15 Jun at Campbell Lake, Garden Co, (EKl) and just north
of CLNWR 8 Jul (JNi).
Redhead: One in Sarpy Co 3 Jun (MSh) was tardy; prior ELDs were 31 May-4 Jun.
Another in Howard Co 12 Jun (EWi) was likely a straggling spring migrant.
Small groups begin to appear away from the expected breeding range in late
Jun; nine were in Adams Co 26 Jun (LE), and as many as 152 were in Polk
Co by 14 Jul (JGJ).
Ring-necked Duck: Reports of this species in summer (9 Jun-6 Sep) are less than
annual; it does not breed in Nebraska. The only report was of one in Butler
Co 14 Jul (JGJ).
Greater Scaup: Only the third record for Nebraska in the period Jun-Sep was a female
at Wagon Train SRA, Lancaster Co, 6-26 Jun (L&BP photo, M&CVD
photo), yet another example of the “Patagonia Picnic Table” phenomenon
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(google it). The three Jun-Sep records are all of photographed females, likely
immature non-breeders, since this species usually begins breeding as twoyear-olds.
Lesser Scaup: Tardy were singles in Madison Co 12 Jun (MTu) and Perkins Co 13
Jun (JGJ); previous ELDs were 12-17 Jun.
Bufflehead: One at CLNWR 4 Jun (KCo, JCo) may have been a tardy migrant,
although three were there 27 Jun (MSh); summer reports (5 Jun-9 Sep) are
less than annual, and there is only one breeding record for the state.
Hooded Merganser: A photograph of six young and an adult female at DeSoto NWR,
Washington Co, (fide JGJ) provided a rare confirmed breeding record for this
species. However, Refuge Biologist Fred Oslund noted that this species has
been breeding with some regularity in Wood Duck nest boxes at DeSoto
NWR; additional photographs from Refuge files show apparent Hooded
Merganser eggs along with Wood Duck eggs in nest boxes. Until this
information was made known, there had been only three prior confirmed
breeding records and two additional suggestive breeding records for the state.
Panhandle sightings in summer of presumed immature non-breeders are rare,
but this summer there were three: singles were in or near CLNWR 17 Jun
(JMo) and 8 Jul (WBr), and one was in Sioux Co 17 Jul (NPi).
Common Merganser: Since 2007, summering birds and/or broods have been found
on the Niobrara River in the NVP; this year, at least one brood was present
14 and 27 Jun (CNK, TJW). An apparent spring straggler was in Cuming Co
8 Jun (PTi). Lake Ogallala is a summer location for small numbers of nonbreeding Common Mergansers; reports in Jun to early Jul are probably nonbreeding immatures, such as the six there 24 Jun (MSh), but later reports late
Jul-Aug likely include molt migrants.
Ruddy Duck: Reports in summer (10 Jun-16 Sep) away from the expected breeding
range are less than annual, and so noteworthy were two in Dixon Co 6 Jul
(PRo) and two in Madison Co the same day (RH).
Northern Bobwhite: Reports of this species this summer were almost statewide,
indicating at least a couple of good breeding years. Numbers are usually
lowest in the northwest and the southern Panhandle; none were reported from
the latter, but there were four reports from the northwest, all of single birds:
15 Jun CSP (MEa, TCu), 26 Jun Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, (MSh), 24 Jul
Alliance, Box Butte Co, (NWi), and 30 Jul in Morrill Co (RTh).
Gray Partridge: In contrast to Northern Bobwhite, this species is at a low ebb. There
were no reports of this uncommon to rare resident northeast and northcentral, rare Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos.
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common,
statewide resident.
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common resident north and
west.
Greater Prairie-Chicken: There are very few reports of this species from the
Panhandle, most in extreme southeast Sheridan and northeast Garden Cos.
Only the 5th report from Garden Co was of “distant booming” at CLNWR 4
Jun (JCo, KCo).

108

The Nebraska Bird Review

Vol. 86 No. 3

Wild Turkey: There were several reports of dependent young in late Jul, latest a hen
and nine poults in Lancaster Co 31 Jul (TG).
Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine of this common breeder Sandhills, fairly
common elsewhere.
Horned Grebe: None were reported of this fairly common statewide spring migrant;
ELDs are 4-5 Jun.
Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west, rare
southeast.
Western Grebe: Only the third breeding record away from the expected Sandhills
breeding areas was of an adult carrying a chick at HCR 16 Jun (JCs photo,
fide JGJ).
Clark’s Grebe: The only reports of this rare breeder west and west-central and rare
local summer visitor west were of two at LO on 12 Jun (BEd, photo) and one
there 3 Jun (KS).
Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
White-winged Dove: This species continues to increase its summer numbers in
Nebraska, with 16 birds at 12 locations this summer (m. ob.). No evidence
of breeding was reported; it is still a less-than-annual breeder in the state.
Numbers will continue to increase as long as numbers in the south do; in
Texas, CBC counts totaled for each of the three five-year periods comprising
the last 15 years show increasing totals 86,232 through 110,169 to 150,858
(post to Texbirds by Brent Ortego).
Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and
central, uncommon west.
Black-billed Cuckoo: There were an encouraging seven reports of this rare eastern
breeder, all within the expected summer range. Reports from the Niobrara
River Valley area were of two in Rock Co 28 Jun (KCo, JCo), two in Keya
Paha Co 4 Jun (DSa), and one in Brown Co 3 Jun (AMe). Elsewhere, one
was heard in Howard Co 26 Jun (JJ), one was in Dixon Co 27 Jun (JJ), one
was at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 2 Jun (CNK), and one was at Fort Calhoun,
Washington Co, 27 Jul (CNK).
Greater Roadrunner: There are no documented records for Nebraska, but the third
tantalizing report was of one “an unknown distance” east of McCook on
Highway 34 on 15 Jun (JKn). The two earlier reports were in Buffalo Co 2
Mar and Phelps Co 29 Mar. This species is expanding its range slowly
northward and occurs in Kansas and Colorado at locations about 100 miles
from Nebraska.
Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Common Poorwill: None were reported of this common breeder west, uncommon
central.
Chuck-will’s-widow: Knox Co has the northernmost sites for this species in
Nebraska; one was recorded 8 Jun in extreme northeastern Knox Co 8 Jun
(MB, SMe) at a site where one was found in 2012. The only other report was
of one at Duck Creek RA, a new NRD site in Nemaha Co, 5 Jun (GHa).
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Eastern Whip-poor-will: Still rare in the lower Niobrara River Valley, but with
increasing reports in recent years, this year there were six reports ranging
from extreme northeast Knox Co (MB, SMe) west to extreme southwestern
Keya Paha Co (JNi, m. ob.).
Chimney Swift: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
White-throated Swift: There were a couple of reports from the east edge of the
Nebraska range on the Pine Ridge in Sheridan Co and the Wildcat Hills in
Banner Co. Apparently only the second record for Sheridan Co was of two
over Gordon 6 Jun (D&MW); the only previous record for the county was at
Beaver Creek Valley north of Hay Springs (Richard Rosche, no date given).
Easterly in the Wildcat Hills in Banner Co were up to three on 30-31 Jul (EBr,
LBr, MB).
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Tardy and westerly migrants were singles in Keya
Paha Co 4 Jun (WBr photo) and another at WHNC 14 Jun (MB photo); the
latter is only the third Panhandle record for Jun; breeding has not been
documented there. EEDs for fall migrants are 16-19 Jul, and so one in York
Co 1 Jul (BSa) may have been a westerly breeder; there are four breeding
records west of York Co.

This Black-chinned Hummingbird, Nebraska’s 7th, was present in Marie Smith’s Gering,
Scotts Bluff Co, yard 25-26 Jul, here photographed by her 25 Jul 2018.

Black-chinned Hummingbird: This species seems destined to become annual in
occurrence at least in western Nebraska as it expands its range northward on
the Great Plains. There were two reports, Nebraska’s 6th and 7th, pending
NOURC acceptance. A female or immature at a Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co,
feeder 14 Jul (CCf) was identified as this species by Sheri Williamson, a
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hummingbird identification expert from Arizona. Another was in Scotts
Bluff Co, a bright male at a Gering feeder 25-26 Jul (MS photo).
Broad-tailed Hummingbird: One photographed in the observer’s Scotts Bluff Co
yard 9 Jun (CCf photo) is Nebraska’s 5th in spring, all since 2014. Although
the same yard had Broad-tailed Hummingbirds again beginning 17 Jul (CCf),
non-summering is suggested by plumage differences in photos of the 9 Jun
and 17 Jul birds. All of the numerous fall reports were in Scotts Bluff Co 1030 Jul, involving some 18 birds at four locations (m. ob.), indicative of
“uncommon” rather than “rare” status of this species in fall. Best count was
the four at the Smith feeders 27 Jul (MS).
Rufous Hummingbird: Second-earliest on record in fall was an adult male
photographed in Scotts Bluff Co 29 Jun (CCf). EEDs are 3-7 Jul. Tying
second-highest fall count were the six at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 27 Jul (MS).
Calliope Hummingbird: There were reports from two Scotts Bluff Co locations and
one in Box Butte Co. Scotts Bluff Co reports were of a bright male at the
Croft feeder 25 Jul (CCf photo), and up to five at the Smith feeders 27-30 Jul
(MS, m. ob.). The tally of five at the Smith feeders is the second-highest fall
count after 10 at the DeLara feeders in 2012 in the same county. In Box Butte
Co, one was photographed in Alliance 19-21 Jul (fide WRS).
Virginia Rail: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, breeder north
and west, rare south and east.
Sora: The RWB breeding range barely reaches Polk Co, and so five near Gresham,
Polk Co, 28 Jul (JGJ) were probably fall migrants; EEDs are in mid-Jul.
American Coot: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, breeder
northcentral, fairly common elsewhere.
Sandhill Crane: There were reports from previously-known breeding locations in
Scotts Bluff (KD) and Rock (CH) Cos. A pair and chick at Agate, Sioux Co,
2 Jul (BDV) was 7-8 miles west of the 2017 sighting at Agate Fossil Beds
NM of adults and two chicks and of birds heard there mid-Jun 2018 (APi),
possibly too far for the young 2018 chicks to range and suggestive of two
breeding pairs in the area. Intriguing reports of brown adults continue at Lake
Wanahoo, Saunders Co, where two were seen 21 Jun (W&PH); as yet, only
adults have been seen at this site in 2017 and 2018, possibly near-adult nonbreeders. Similarly, a pair of brown adults were foraging at a flooded
soybean field in Dakota Co 24-28 Jul (BFH, JJ); no young were seen.
Black-necked Stilt: One easterly in Antelope Co 9 Jun (MB) was only the observer’s
second in that county; it was probably a rare easterly migrant or stray.
American Avocet: Reports away from breeding locations into Jun are few; four were
in a flooded cornfield in Furnas Co 8 Jun (DHa). Earliest fall reports away
from breeding areas are in early-mid Jul, but there are a few late Jun reports
as well; this summer, two were in Lancaster Co by 25 Jun (LSu).
Black-bellied Plover: None were reported of this statewide spring and fall migrant;
ELDs in spring are 14-21 Jun and EEDs in fall are 25-28 Jul.
American Golden-Plover: None were reported of this locally common spring and fall
migrant east and central, uncommon west. ELDs in spring are 31 May-5 Jun
and EEDs in fall are 8-11 Jul.
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Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east
and central, uncommon west.
Piping Plover: There were no reports away from previously-known breeding
locations; best count was the 10 (4 adults, 6 chicks) at LM 18 Jun (JMo).
Killdeer: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder and fall migrant.
Mountain Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common southwestern
Panhandle breeder.
Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder and
fall migrant.
Long-billed Curlew: Reports from the edges of the breeding range were of nine south
of McGrew, Scotts Bluff Co, 30 Jul (EBr, MB), one near Wellfleet, Lincoln
Co, 13 Jun (JGJ), and four in western Keya Paha Co 4 Jun (DSa).
Hudsonian Godwit: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east
and east-central, rare casual west; ELDs in spring are 5-6 Jun.
Marbled Godwit: Reports of this rare breeder were from known breeding locations
in Garden and Cherry Cos (MSh, EKl, PMa).
Ruddy Turnstone: This species is less than annual in fall, with fewer than 40 total
records. Earliest arrivals in fall are adults, such as the adult-plumaged male
in Dakota Co 21-22 Jul (BFH, PRo); previous fall EEDs were 19-27 Jul.
Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant central, fairly
common east and west; fall EEDs are 5-6 Jul.
Sanderling: The only report of this uncommon statewide spring and fall migrant was
of one in Polk Co 28 Jul (JGJ); spring ELDs are 10-13 Jun and fall EEDs are
1-4 Jul.
Dunlin: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east and central,
rare casual west; spring ELDs are 9-11 Jun.
Baird’s Sandpiper: Fall reports were routine of this common statewide spring and
fall migrant, although there were no spring reports; spring ELDs are 6-7 Jun.
Least Sandpiper: One in Lancaster Co 11 Jun (LE) was tardy; previous spring ELDs
were 9-10 Jun. Fall reports of this common spring and fall migrant were
routine; fall EEDs are 22-23 Jun.
White-rumped Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring
migrant.
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant east
and central, rare west. Spring ELDs are in May.
Pectoral Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common spring and fall migrant
east and central, uncommon west.
Semipalmated Sandpiper: One in Butler Co 17 Jun (CDy) was tardy; ELDs in spring
are 18-19 Jun. Fall reports of this common fall migrant east and central, fairly
common west were routine; EEDs in fall are 2-3 Jul.
Western Sandpiper: None were reported of this uncommon statewide fall migrant
with EEDs 4-6 Jul. It is rare in spring with ELDs in May.
Short-billed Dowitcher: The two reports were at an expected time for adults; EEDs
are 12-13 Jul. Two in Saunders Co 13 Jul (LE) and four in Polk 14 Jul (JGJ).
Long-billed Dowitcher is not expected in Jul.
Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant.
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American Woodcock: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant east and
central.
Wilson’s Snipe: One at Wagon Train Lake SRA, Lancaster Co, 20 Jun (PRo) was
unexpected both for the date and the location. This species had bred in
Lancaster Co previously but there are no recent records.
Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder.
Solitary Sandpiper: A rather early fall arriver was one in Scotts Bluff Co 27 Jun (KD
photo); fall EEDs are 24-25 Jun.
Lesser Yellowlegs: Fall EEDs are 16-19 Jun, and so noteworthy were three reports of
early fall migrants; singles were at CLNWR 17 Jun (JMo) and Lancaster Co
18 Jun (SKr), and two were in Butler Co 18 Jun (CDy). Reports in mid-Jun
(8-18 Jun) may be of non-breeding immatures that did not complete
migration.
Willet: A rather early fall migrant was at HCR 27 Jun (JGJ); fall EEDs are 23-26 Jun.
Greater Yellowlegs: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall
migrant.
Wilson’s Phalarope: Fall EEDs are 16-19 Jul, and so noteworthy were 9 near
Gresham in Polk Co 14 Jul (JGJ); breeding may occur rarely in Polk Co, but
none were reported this summer prior to mid-Jul.
Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant west and
central, rare east. Fall EEDs are 22-28 Jun.
Franklin’s Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide summer visitor.
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common
statewide summer visitor.
California Gull: None were reported of this locally uncommon summer visitor west
and west-central.
Herring Gull: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor generally
restricted to Lake McConaughy at that time.
Lesser Black-backed Gull: None were reported of this rare statewide summer visitor.
Least Tern: One was westerly near Oshkosh, Garden Co, 5 Jun (JCo, KCo),
presumably a migrant, although breeding occurs at nearby Lake
McConaughy.
Caspian Tern: There are a few scattered summer records 9 Jun-9 Jul, mostly at Lake
McConaughy but this year there were three mid-summer reports away from
McConaughy, all apparently adults: one was at LO 9 Jun (CBe), three at
Merritt Reservoir, Cherry Co, 5 Jul (ODa), and one in Buffalo Co 9 Jul (BBr).
Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west and
uncommon statewide summer visitor elsewhere.
Common Tern: Eight at Kramper Lake, Danish Alps SRA, Dakota Co, 28 Jul (BFH)
were rather early fall migrants; EEDs are 21-27 Jul.
Forster’s Tern: Mid-summer (11-25 Jun) reports away from breeding locations are
rare; three were in Lancaster Co 18 Jun (LE).
Common Loon: Tardy migrants in the east were an immature at BOL 7 Jun (JS) and
an alternate-plumaged adult at Offutt AFB Lake, Sarpy Co, 9 Jun (KCR).
The latter is the latest spring date for a bird in alternate plumage. Spring
ELDs in the east are 30-31 May.
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Neotropic Cormorant: One at BOL in spring was probably the same bird seen there
through 28 Jun (LE, m. ob.). This species has occurred in seven of the last
10 years (2009-2018).
Double-crested Cormorant: Reports were routine of this locally common
breeder north and west, and rare summer visitor away from breeding range
locations.
American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common,
summer visitor central and west, uncommon elsewhere.
American Bittern: One in the sediment trap wetlands at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders
Co, 8 Jul (J&LS) was away from known breeding locations, although
possibly breeding; this wetland shows potential as it continues to mature.
Another, calling at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, in mid-Jun (SGu),
may have been breeding there.
Least Bittern: Summer reports increase in wetter years away from regular breeding
locations; such reports this summer were from 234th Street Wetlands,
Douglas Co, 30 Jun (PTi), Wilkinson WMA, Platte Co, 24 Jun (DH, EBr,
LBr), and near Niobrara, Knox Co, 8 Jun (MB, SMe).

This Reddish Egret, Nebraska’s third, was at the Alda Bridge Overlook, Hall County, 23-26
June 2018, here photographed by Rita Flohr 24 June.

Great Blue Heron: Usually colony nesters, there were two reports of single nests.
Three or four almost full-grown nestlings were in a nest at Cody Park, Grand
Island, 24 Jun (WF). Rather late to be engaged in nest-building was a single
bird at Crystal Lake SRA, Adams Co, 10 Jun (RH); the nest was still active
26 Jun (WF).
Great Egret: This species is rare at any time in the Panhandle, but this summer there
were a surprising three reports there, as well as four from westerly Keith,
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Lincoln, and Custer Cos, comprising a total of 25 birds (m. ob.). These were
likely remnants of the amazing 600 or so birds reported statewide this spring.
Snowy Egret: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor central, rare
elsewhere.
Little Blue Heron: The only report was of two birds in Gosper Co 5 Jun (AF, photo).
Reddish Egret: A major rarity was Nebraska’s third Reddish Egret, one at the Alda
Bridge Overlook, Hall Co, 23-26 Jun (MSh, JNi, JGJ, m. ob.).
Cattle Egret: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, summer
visitor east and central, rare west.
Green Heron: A rather late effort at nest-building was noted in Sarpy Co, at least a
half mile from water, 9 Jul (ARy).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Sightings away from the breeding range in summer are
less than annual and mostly of non-breeding immatures. Thus, the three
reports were unexpected: one in Lancaster Co 16 Jun (BBr), an immature at
NLB 1 and 7 Jul (SSc, JCa, BP), and a single in Chase Co 9 Jul (JJ).
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: There were reports of singles of this
rare summer visitor from three locations in the southeast and southcentral;
all, as expected, were of juveniles. Reports were from Alda Bridge Overlook,
Hall Co, 24-25 Jun (CCh, SQ), NLB 1 Jul (SSc, JCa), and an obliging bird at
Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co, 24-27 Jul (SKr, m. ob.).
White-faced Ibis: Spring migration extends into early Jun, although two in Butler Co
18 Jun (CDy) were tardy; spring ELDs are 17-18 Jun.
Turkey Vulture: Highest summer counts are of presumed immature non-breeders;
three counts of 50-52 birds 10-28 Jun were reported (JS, JSS, JNi).
Osprey: The five nest sites in Scotts Bluff Co were all active with young as of 22 Jul
(KD). The only report elsewhere was of a single bird near Roscoe on the
North Platte River 5 Jul (BWh); nesting has occurred in this area previously.
Golden Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon western resident.
Northern Harrier: The only report from the east, where breeding is not expected, was
of one at Maskenthine WMA, Stanton Co, 24 Jul (MJo); it may have been a
non-breeding immature.
Sharp-shinned Hawk: One was rather late at FF 2 Jun (EB); such late birds are
usually non-breeding immatures; spring ELDs are 28 May-1 Jun.
Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Northern Goshawk: A report with few details but from experienced observers was
received of a bird suggestive of this species over West Ash Creek Creek,
Dawes Co, 15 Jun (KD, MS, RSh). The few summer reports of goshawk are
from the Pine Ridge and are thought to be birds from the Black Hills, South
Dakota, breeding population.
Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide resident, except
southwest and southern Panhandle.
Mississippi Kite: Reports were from known summering locations, North Platte,
Lincoln Co, Imperial, Chase Co, and Ogallala, Keith Co (m. ob.). Numbers
in North Platte are eclipsing those in Ogallala; best count at North Platte was
13 on 30 Jun (LKe). Two half-grown nestlings were being fed in North Platte
10 Jul (BEd photo).

Vol. 86 No. 3

The Nebraska Bird Review

115

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported of this locally rare regular breeder
(resident?) southeast.
Broad-winged Hawk: There were six reports, five in the Missouri River Valley 2- 26
Jun, and one a bit northwest of the expected lower Missouri River Valley
summer range in Madison Co 6 Jul (RH). The number of summer (Jun-Jul)
reports is similar to the past two summers, suggestive of continuing breeding
in the Lower Missouri River Valley, although there are few documented
reports.
Swainson’s Hawk: Reports from the southeast, where breeding is rare, if it occurs at
all, are likely of non-breeding immatures. There were three such reports this
summer: one was at Wagon Train Lake, Lancaster Co, 16 Jun (BBr), one was
over CBL 1 Jul (STo), and two were over Douglas Co 8 Jul (CNo).
Red-tailed Hawk: A western Buteo jamaicensis calurus was reported in Smiley
Canyon, Sioux Co, 25 Jun (DMa), an unexpected date for this Nebraska
winter visitor that has spring ELDs around 10 Apr. Although B. j. calurus
breeds in most of Wyoming and some juveniles move north as late as Jun,
this is a rare find.
Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder west, north, and
southwest.
Barn Owl: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder west and southwest, rare
elsewhere.
Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central,
uncommon west.
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Burrowing Owl: The easterly colony at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, continues; a brood
of five dependent fledglings and an adult were there 19 Jul (EWi) and an
additional pair with one fledgling on 20 Jul for a total of eight (SKr). Perhaps
the second most easterly colony is at Prairie Dog WPA, Kearney Co, where
seven adults and young were present 28 Jul (BBr).
Barred Owl: Reports were routine of this fairly common resident east.
Long-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide resident.
Short-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide resident.
Northern Saw-whet Owl: None were reported of this rare western breeder despite
numerous spring reports.
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Lewis’s Woodpecker: The only report was of one at the only known current summer
location in the state, Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 2 Jun (SMe).
Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and
central, uncommon west.
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and
south, uncommon north, rare west.
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central,
fairly common west.
Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly
common central and east.
Northern Flicker: There were eight reports by visiting observers, five by one
observer, of “Red-shafted” Flickers in the Panhandle. No details were
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provided, and so it is likely these were all intergrades. Pure Red-shafted
Flickers might occur in the intergrade zone with “Yellow-shafted” Flickers,
but there are no such breeding season records.
Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this uncommon southeastern breeder.
American Kestrel: Nests were found in five of 36 nest boxes set out in Seward Co;
as of 4 Jun, nesting was 1-2 weeks later than in 2017 (JG).
Merlin: One was reported without details from Fort Robinson, Sioux Co, 25 Jun. This
would be the first Pine Ridge report of Merlin since 2008 and is under eBird
review.
Peregrine Falcon: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon eastern city
resident.
Prairie Falcon: One reported in Lincoln Co 4 Jul (BWh) was east of the expected
summer range.
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant east
and central, rare west; spring ELDs are 14-16 Jun.
Western Wood-Pewee: Numbers continue to increase at the eastern edge of the
summer range in the Niobrara River Valley. There were numerous reports
from the NVP, including four birds on 29 Jun (TJW).
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Westerly edge-of-range reports were of several in northeastern
Cherry Co, including seven on Nature Conservancy property on 4 Jun (AMe),
one at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, 26 Jun (B&NL), two in Loup Co 4 Jun
(WF), and two in Keith Co 23 Jun (WJW).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: None were reported of this rare eastern spring migrant;
ELDs are 1-4 Jun.
Acadian Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon southeastern
breeder.
Alder Flycatcher: One at SCP 4 Jun (JSS) was tardy; spring ELDs are 4-5 Jun.
Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder statewide except
southwest.
Least Flycatcher: Two tardy birds were at different Lancaster Co locations 4 Jun
(LKo, JSS); ELDs for spring are 3-4 Jun.
Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon northwestern breeder.
Eastern Phoebe: First juvenile was noted 28 Jun in Hall Co (RBr).
Say’s Phoebe: Furthest northeast reports were of singles in Brown Co 3 Jun (DSa)
and 27 Jun (TJW); there are few breeding season reports (mid-Apr through
mid-Jul) in the eastern Sandhills and Niobrara River Valley and breeding in
the northcentral and northeast is not expected.
Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common western breeder.
Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and central,
fairly common east.
Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: The reports were from previously-known locations, but
without evidence of breeding: one was along Denton Road, Lancaster Co, 14
Jun (JSS), and one was seen and photographed near Hebron, Thayer Co, 6,
23, and 30 Jun (MB, EBr, SMe, LBr).
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Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder central and
west, uncommon east.
Bell’s Vireo: This species is a rare breeder in the Panhandle, with most of the 20 or so
records from the White River Valley, including its tributaries eastward in the
Pine Ridge; 1-2 were along Kings Canyon Road, Dawes Co, 19-20 Jun (ERa,
BKr, EKi).
Yellow-throated Vireo: Singles at the NVP, Brown Co, 3 Jun (DSa) and on Nature
Conservancy property in northeastern Cherry Co 4 Jun (AMe) were west of
the expected summer range in the Niobrara River Valley and were likely
migrants.
Blue-headed Vireo: None were reported of this uncommon eastern spring migrant;
spring ELDs are 6-12 Jun.
Plumbeous Vireo: As far as is known, breeding in the Wildcat Hills is unproven, but
this summer several reports suggest that there may be an establishing or
previously overlooked population there. One was in the eastern part of
Wildcat Hills SRA in Scotts Bluff Co 12 Jun (TG), along Hubbard’s Gap
Road in Banner Co 3 were found 24 Jun (WJW) and one on 30 Jul (EBr,
MB), and one was at the Croft residence on the north edge of the Wildcat
Hills SRA 30 Jul (CCf, EBr, MB). A territorial pair was found 4 Jul 2017 in
the same place as the 12 Jun 2018 record cited above (TG). The breeding
season record for Wildcat Hills is of one on 21 Jul 2012 (SMa). It is possible
that late Jul reports are of early fall migrants or dispersers.
Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common breeder east, locally common
elsewhere.
Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this rare local Panhandle resident.
Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, fairly
common west.
Black-billed Magpie: All but one of the reports were from the Panhandle in expected
locations; notable were up to eight around Fort Robinson, Sioux and Dawes
Cos (m. ob.), and up to three at Scotts Bluff NM (m. ob.). The only report
east of the Panhandle was of one at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 29 Jul
(MAn), a known location.
American Crow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Purple Martin: Occurrence in parts of the southwest is sporadic, despite a sizeable
colony in Benkelman, Dundy Co, and at Ogallala, Keith Co; a colony in
Imperial, Chase Co, is barely established, and only the fourth record from
Grant, Perkins Co, was of one on 13 Jun (JGJ).
Tree Swallow: The 400 at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 8 Jul (J&LS) was an excellent
early fall flock; peak counts are 750-1225 and occur 8-15 Sep.
Violet-green Swallow: The provenance of two at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 4 Jul (DOl)
was puzzling; they may have been breeders there, although the nearest known
breeding is in the Wildcat Hills. They were more likely early fall migrants,
possibly failed breeders; early fall dates are in mid-Jul.
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: A good tally was the 100 rather early migrants at
Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co 8 Jul (J&LS).
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Bank Swallow: A mind-boggling estimate of 9800 in one group on wires and on the
road in eastern Otoe Co 23 Jul (WRS) wasn’t even a record high count; that
was the 10,000 at Funk WPA, Phelps Co, 30 Jul 2000.
Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide
resident.
Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine of this fairly common southeastern resident.
Red-breasted Nuthatch: There are a few breeding season reports away from known
breeding locations without evidence of breeding; 1-2 were at Smith Lake
WMA, Sheridan Co, 15-16 Jun (EKl), 1-2 were at Cemetery Road, Atkinson,
Holt Co, 19 Jun (EBr, LBr, DH), and one was in Buffalo Co 10 Jul (BBr). In
Lancaster Co, two were at the same residential feeder as in Jun 2017 on 5 Jul
(RSt); there are several previous reports of summering birds in Lancaster Co.
One in Sarpy Co 26 Jul (MCl) was rather early; fall EEDs away from
summering locations are 25-27 Jul.
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common resident east,
central, and northwest.
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common Panhandle resident.
Brown Creeper: None were reported of this locally rare resident east and northwest.
Rock Wren: Easternmost reports were from the easternmost regular summer location
in the North Platte River Valley, LM; 1-2 were at the south side of Kingsley
Dam 11 Jun-8 Jul (TG, MBo, JNi).
House Wren: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Sedge Wren: The well-known early fall arrival of singing birds was a bit early this
year; one was at Flanagan Lake, Douglas Co, 5 Jul (SMa), and 2-3 were at
Glacier Creek Preserve, Douglas Co, 6-7 Jul (JR). Fall EEDs are 8-10 Jul.
Reports in Jun are likely breeders; such reports have been rare until recently
in the southeast. This Jun, the three reports were all from Lancaster Co:
Conestoga Lake 11 Jun (TG), LSWNP 23 Jun (RSt), and Shoemaker Marsh
16 Jun (AHa).
Marsh Wren: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west (western
song type); uncommon breeder northeast, rare southeast (May-Jun; eastern
song type); uncommon regular breeder east and east-central (Jul-Aug; eastern
song type).
Carolina Wren: There are numerous reports in summer north and west of the current
breeding range, most are apparently dispersing birds without evidence of
breeding. Outliers this summer were singles in Holt Co 1 Jul (RJo) and in
Loup Co 16 Jun (TJW).
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east,
south, and west, uncommon north.
Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this fairly common Panhandle breeder.
Veery: None were reported of this rare spring migrant east and west; spring ELDs are
5-7 Jun.
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Gray-cheeked Thrush: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east,
rare central; spring ELDs are 3-6 Jun.
Swainson’s Thrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring
migrant; spring ELDs are Jun 6-7 (east, south) and Jun 17-19 (north, west).
Wood Thrush: Unexpected so far west in the North Platte River Valley was one
recorded by experienced observers near Lisco, Garden Co, 12 Jun (SAg,
VRo, AKr, TBr). Prior to this record, there had been no reports in the Platte
River Valley west of Platte Co since the 1970s.
American Robin: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Gray Catbird: There are few reports from the western Sandhills; only the second from
Smith Lake WMA, Sheridan Co, was one there 25 Jun (EKl).
Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Sage Thrasher: One photographed at Hubbard’s Gap, Banner Co, 30 Jun (KD, AK)
was on a date in the middle of the breeding season (egg dates are 3 Jun-28
Jul in South Dakota), although a search did not find any evidence of nesting
and the bird was probably an unattached adult (Wayne Mollhoff, pers,
comm.). Reports have increased in recent years in Scotts Bluff, Banner, and
Kimball Cos.
Northern Mockingbird: Records are fewest in the north but are increasing in recent
years; of 16 total records there, including three breeding records, 14 have
occurred since 2005. Four of these were this summer, from Knox 9 Jun (MB,
SMe), Garden 16 Jun (EKl), Box Butte 14 Jun (MB, EBr, LBr), and Dawes
16 Jun (BSt) Cos.
European Starling: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and central,
uncommon west.
House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Red Crossbill: A major surprise, and the only crossbills reported east of the
Panhandle, were a male and female in Washington Co 3 Jun (RS).
Pine Siskin: There were three reports from the east 3-9 Jun (GHa, W&PH, JJ) and one
report of two at Ogallala, Keith Co, 18 Jun (JO); spring ELDs are 15-18 Jun
away from known breeding locations. The provenance of one in Cuming Co
12 Jul (LE) is not known; it may have been dispersing from a breeding
location. Fall EEDs are 6-8 Aug.
Lesser Goldfinch: Evidence of northward expansion was provided by four feeding
with American Goldfinches at a Chadron, Dawes Co, feeder 8 Jun (JHg); this
is the third record north of Scotts Bluff Co in the Panhandle, all three in 2017
and 2018. All of the numerous additional reports were of up to five at WHNC
through the period (m. ob.).
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder
west, locally uncommon north-central.
McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder in the
western Panhandle.
Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported of this rare western Panhandle spring
migrant; ELDs are 4-7 Jun.
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Spotted Towhee: Most Nebraska Spotted/Eastern Towhees are intergrades, although
phenotypically “pure” birds of either species may appear anywhere in the
virtually statewide hybrid zone. Spotted Towhee genes predominate north
and west, Eastern genes south and east. The 10 reports (m. ob.) of Spotted
Towhees from the southeast undoubtedly included birds with Eastern
Towhee genes; however, there were only five reports of “Spotted x Eastern
Towhee” in eBird. One from Lisco, Garden Co, was collected 12 Jun and
deposited in the Cornell University Museum of Vertebrates (CUMV; SAg,
VRo, AKr, TBr).
Eastern Towhee: Westernmost phenotypic Easterns were the three reports for Lincoln
Co (TJW, BWh), MHe); these undoubtedly included birds with Spotted
Towhee genes, despite one singing a “perfect” Eastern Towhee song (TJW).
Cassin’s Sparrow: Reports were from the expected southern Panhandle and
Southwest range, although the distribution extends significantly in some
years; Cassin’s were “way more numerous this year” in central Sioux Co
(APi), and one was singing along Highway 71 in Dawes Co just south of the
Pine Ridge 21 Jun (BKr). Best count was the 34 found in four hours on a 16point survey of a one km area on 745 Road in Chase Co 23 Jun (WJW); this
may be the best spot in Nebraska for this species. Summer high counts are
33-37.
Chipping Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder,
uncommon extreme southwest and western Sandhills.
Brewer’s Sparrow: The only report of this fairly common western Panhandle breeder
was of two along the northern Henry Road, Sioux Co, 1 Jun (SM).
Field Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and east-central,
uncommon west-central.
Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder north and east,
uncommon elsewhere.
Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Lark Bunting: One in York Co 1 Jun (SFr) was only the 7th spring migrant in the east
since 1993.
Savannah Sparrow: None were reported of this locally uncommon Panhandle
breeder.
Grasshopper Sparrow: Along with the 34 Cassin’s Sparrows noted above on 23 Jun,
the same Chase Co study area had an “astounding” 88 Grasshopper Sparrows
(WJW).
Henslow’s Sparrow: Most reports were from the two best-known breeding locations,
Burchard WMA, Pawnee Co, and Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co. At the
latter, a transect found 16 on 12 Jun (RSt), second-highest tally on record
behind 31. The only other reports were from McConnell Meadow, a
previously-known nesting site near Martell, Lancaster Co, where three were
found 5 Jun (MB, EBr) and one on 6 Jun (SMe).
Song Sparrow: Summer locations of this species in the Panhandle are very few. There
appears to be a small population establishing at Smith Lake WMA, Sheridan
Co, where singles were present 15 and 16 Jun (EKl). This is the only known
breeding site in the western Sandhills. In Scotts Bluff Co, the only other
known Panhandle summer location, there are increasing breeding season
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reports; one was at Scotts Bluff NM 27 Jul (RMc). In the North Platte River
Valley, only the third report between LM and Scotts Bluff Co was of one near
Lisco, Garden Co, 12 Jun (SAg, VRo, AKr, TBr).
Swamp Sparrow: Three of the six reports of this erratically-distributed species were
from the main north-central Nebraska range in Keya Paha, Brown, and
Sherman Cos (DSa, WF, TJW); the others were from known disjunct
breeding locations in Lincoln (LKe), Stanton (JTh), and Madison (RH) Cos.
Harris’s Sparrow: None were reported of this common spring migrant east,
uncommon central, rare west. Spring ELDs are 9-10 Jun, and there are a few
records for later in Jun and Jul.
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This is the only expected junco form in summer;
the single report was of one in Smiley Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Jul (KLe).
Yellow-breasted Chat: One in Hall Co 27 Jun (TJW) was easterly; there are few
reports east of Buffalo Co in the Platte River Valley.
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder northcentral and west, locally fairly common east and south.
Bobolink: Only the 6th record south of Lincoln Co and west of Furnas and Gosper
Cos was of one in Chase Co 19 Jun (EKi).
Eastern Meadowlark: The Jun-Jul (and May-Aug) distribution of this species in
Nebraska is enigmatic. It is a common breeder in the southeast, and locally
common in western Sandhills meadows. Elsewhere, there are few records;
these are statewide including the Pine Ridge, most undocumented and
unreviewed by eBird reviewers, but generally associated with meadows.
Wherever possible, I urge observers to record songs of putative Eastern
Meadowlarks anywhere in the western half of the state. The only
spectrogram on eBird for Nebraska May-Aug, all years, appears to be of a
Western Meadowlark. Outlying reports this summer were of two in northern
Holt Co 2 Jun (L&MT) and one near Maywood, northwestern Frontier Co,
19 Jun (E&LF). A late spring report was of one singing in Scotts Bluff Co
20 May (MB, EBr).
Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant breeder west, central,
and northeast, common southeast.
Orchard Oriole: This species begins to flock in mid-Jul and leave the breeding
grounds in Aug. A mixed age and sex flock of 12 was at BOL 16 Jul (LE).
Bullock’s Oriole: Males leave early, usually in Jul; one was near Mitchell, Scotts
Bluff Co, 13 Jul (KD). Late dates for males are in mid-Jul.
Baltimore Oriole: Rare in the Pine Ridge area, there were three reports: singles were
at Fort Robinson, Dawes Co, 2 Jun (SMe) and 9 Jul (JNi) and in Sowbelly
Canyon, Sioux Co, 2 Jun (SMe). No details regarding possible introgression
with Bullock’s Oriole were provided.
Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant,
statewide breeder.
Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Brewer’s Blackbird: There were several reports east of the expected western
Panhandle breeding range, suggestive of range expansion, tardy migrants, or
merely “summer wanderers”, a propensity of this species. An apparently
non-breeding flock of 20 at Hubbard’s Gap, Banner Co, 11 Jun may have
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been tardy migrants (WM); spring movement is still underway over much of
the west and central in the first 10 days of Jun, while nesting colonies are
already establishing. Reports east of the expected summer range were in
Cheyenne Co, where five were found 2 Jul (STo) and 15 on 9 Jul (OBu),
Garden Co, seven on 27 Jun (MSh), and Box Butte Co, four on 3 Jul (KLe).
Fall flocking may begin in Jul; a mixed-age flock of 45 was near Fort
Robinson, Dawes Co, 23 Jul (SLe).
Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Great-tailed Grackle: Reports were essentially statewide as this species continues its
northward colonization of Nebraska. Reports from far north Nebraska were,
oddly, all of singles; none of the reports indicated sex of the birds, although
pioneering males would be expected. The reports were 2 Jun in northern Holt
Co (L&MT), 30 Jun in northern Brown Co (JNi), 5 Jul at Merritt Reservoir,
Cherry Co (ODa), 10 Jul Valentine NWR, Cherry Co (ODa), and 8 Jul
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co (JNi).
Ovenbird: Good numbers continue at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, where this species
appears to have established as a breeder although, as yet, evidence is lacking.
Up to three were reported 12 Jun- 9 Jul (JNi, KKu spectro, B&NL). Only the
second breeding season report from the Republican River Valley was one in
Nuckolls Co 9 Jul (JJ); breeding is unknown in that drainage.
Louisiana Waterthrush: The three reports were from known summering locations at
PRSP (TG), Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, (SMa) and PSP (SMa).
Black-and-white Warbler: One in Cedar Co 11 Jun (AMe) was likely a late migrant,
since breeding is unknown there; spring ELDs are 9-11 Jun.
Prothonotary Warbler: The three reports were of an apparent pair at a known
breeding site on Marsh Trail at FF 2-23 Jun (THa and Young Birders Group;
m. ob.).
Tennessee Warbler: None were reported of this common spring migrant east,
uncommon central, rare west; spring ELDs are 10-11 Jun.
MacGillivray’s Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant west
and west-central; spring ELDs are 3-8 Jun.
Mourning Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east,
uncommon central; spring ELDs are 12-15 Jun.
Kentucky Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder.
Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
American Redstart: One at Grove Lake, Antelope Co, 26 Jun (JCo) was in an area
where breeding is not known; there are only two previous records in the
Elkhorn River Valley from Madison Co westward.
Cerulean Warbler: A belated report was of one at PRSP 6 Jun 1997, identified
recently from a spectrogram (DL).
Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder.
Magnolia Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east,
uncommon central; spring ELDs are 4 Jun (three times).
Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Chestnut-sided Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant
east, uncommon central; spring ELDs are 5-8 Jun.
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Blackpoll Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east
and central, uncommon west; spring ELDs are 7-8 Jun.
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: One at NVP 3 Jun (DSa) was a rather late
migrant, although spring ELDs in the north and west are 12-15 Jun.
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon
northwestern breeder.
Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported after May of this locally rare eastern
breeder.
Wilson’s Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east and
west, uncommon central; spring ELDs are 7-8 Jun. A report of one in
Washington Co 26 Jun is under eBird review.
Summer Tanager: Reports were routine of this locally fairly common southeastern
breeder.
Scarlet Tanager: Spring ELDs are 29 May-1 Jun, and so probably a potential local
breeder was one on Nature Conservancy property just east of Smith Falls SP
4 Jun (AMe). This is only the fifth summer record for Cherry Co, all in the
Niobrara River Valley.
Western Tanager: There are recent breeding season reports in the Wildcat Hills,
Scotts Bluff Co, but breeding there is as yet unproven; two were there 11 Jun
(SAg, AKr, VRo, TBr).
Northern Cardinal: Establishment of a population in the Pine Ridge is slow; the three
reports this year are the 15th-17th there, most of these since 2005. Two were
at Fort Robinson SP, Dawes Co, 2 Jun (SMe), another there at Soldier Creek
Campground 23 Jun (BKr), and one in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 21 Jun
(BKr, EKi).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One was reported without details at Fort Robinson SP 25
Jun (MSh); phenotypically pure Rose-breasteds are expected within the
central Nebraska hybrid zone with Black-headed Grosbeaks, but the
Panhandle is well west of the expected occurrences of hybrids. No hybrids
were reported, despite the hybrid zone covering about a third of the state.
Black-headed Grosbeak: One in near Niobrara, Knox Co, 8 Jun (DSa) was somewhat
east of the expected range of phenotypically pure Black-headed, but not
unexpected; the species is a regular breeder east to the NVP.
Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Lazuli Bunting: All reports of this species were, as expected, from the Panhandle.
Only two hybrids were reported, one well-described in Logan Co 29 Jun
(WF), somewhat east of the hybrid zone, and the other, surprisingly, in the
far east at FF 23 Jun (STa photo).
Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and east-central,
rare west-central and west.
Dickcissel: Although this species has traditionally been considered a rare bird in the
Panhandle, undergoing periodic incursions, recent years suggest that it now
occurs regularly there, with numbers being the main variant rather than
distribution.

